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Introducing ... FREE-RANGE BOOKS
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In 2021 we launched our new
imprint for younger readers.
This exciting range of titles are
designed for the 0-7 age range.
Take a look at our great cute
titles on pages 4-8 and 22.
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The Team
Alix Wood

Kevin Wood

Alix Wood is an experienced
and imaginative author and
designer and enthusiastic
keeper of chickens. Initially
a primary school teacher,
she then studied design
and illustration. A strong
background in education
and design means producing
attractive children’s books
is the perfect job!

Kevin Wood had a
successful career in the
electronics industry
before joining the team.
He has taught business
management at degree level
and handles the company’s
computer support, accounts
and marketing. He writes
our science and computing
titles.

Ben Macgregor

Junior designer Ben
Macgregor is a talented
artist, designer, and
photographer. He is
currently working on our
craft titles. A keen extreme
sports enthusiast too, he
helps create and consult on
all our sporty books.
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Accidental Genius
Science Puzzles for ages 5-7
Titles:
Cars, Planes, Boats and Trains
Planets, Spaceships, Moons and Stars
Birds, mammals, Fish and Bugs
Heads, Shoulders, Muscles and Bones

Trim: 279.4 x 215.9mm
Pages: 48
Age Range: 5-7 years

These science-themed activity books will keep any 5-7 year old busy and
entertained. Oh, and they might accidentally learn loads about science too! Every
page contains carefully thought-out puzzles with educational value. But they won’t
notice, because they’ll be having too much fun! Designed to appeal to the 5-7 age
range, they feature beautiful page designs, that readers can interactively write and
draw onto.
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Odd
One
Out

W h i c h p e t i s not...

Titles:
Pets
Shapes
Colours
On the Farm
Wild Animals
Vehicles
4

Trim: 150 x 150mm
Pages: 24
Photos: Full colour
Interest level: 2-5 years
Reading level: 4-5 years
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Children will enjoy poring over the colourful photographs.
Finding the odd one out sometimes isn’t as easy as you’d think!
Can you spot the odd one out in this fun series of
early learner books? Illustrated with appealing
full colour photographs, the books encourage
the reader to find the odd one out on each
spread. Ideal for learning about the world we
live in, and encouraging discussion about the
differences between things.
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W h o i s no a f i s h ?
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Make It

SpOOky
SSppOO
OOky
ky
Titles:
Freaky Food
for Halloween
Eerie Outdoor Scenes
for Halloween
Haunted Houses
for Halloween
Creepy Costumes
for Halloween

Trim: 203 x 203 mm
Pages: 32
Photos: Full colour
Interest level: 7-10 years
Reading level: 7-9 years

8

Want to make edible slimy eyeballs? Or maybe you
fancy turning yourself into a rotting zombie? Getting
ready for Halloween has never been such gruesome
fun. Make disgusting snacks, terrifying house
decorations, creepy outdoor decor, and fantastically
scary costumes.

This high-interest series is packed
full of grade-appropriate super
gross projects. Each recipe or craft
has clear, step-by-step instructions,
illustrated with full colour
photographs. Information boxes
feature on each spread, with tips
to help the reader create the most
successful creepy outcome.

9

Trim: 265 x 210mm
Pages: 32
Age Range: 7-9 years
Titles in the series:
Crafts for Christmas
Crafts for Easter
Crafts for Father’s Day
Crafts for Halloween
Crafts for Mother’s Day
Crafts for Thanksgiving

10

This six-book series is packed full of fun and
usable seasonal projects to create for the home,
or give as gifts. Clear, step-by-step instructions
are illustrated with full colour photographs. Each
book has an introduction to the season, and
useful hints and tips to help create the perfect
holiday. The titles feature 13 different projects,
with something sure to suit every reader.
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Escape!
Titles:
The Empty Science Lab
The Hacker’s Hideout
The Engine Room
The Artist’s Cabin
The Maths Maze
Trim: 216 x 279 mm
Pages: 32
Photos: Full colour
Age Range: 7-11 years
Solve these puzzles on your own, or team up with your friends
or family. This unique series challenges readers to use their
subject knowledge to work out the secret escape codes.
Optional online links to interactive locks and keypads allow
readers to enter their answers and receive hints to the puzzles.
Designed to be challenging and rewarding, these titles link to
the STEAM curriculum in a fun and motivating way.
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THE SHIP’S BRIDGE
Dials, wheels, and screens confuse you as you enter
the ship’s bridge. Out of the window, you see a storm
approaching. The weather report looks bad. What
position should you move the EOT handle to? And
what compass degrees should you steer the ship?
You’ll need a chart, the compass, and the notebook!
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You can enter your codes into the
keypad on the linked website to see
if your answers are correct. Click the
hint button if you get stuck!

Storm Coming?
Head as fast
as possible to a
port with good
weather.

3
30

12

Maximum Load
6 KG

31

Check out the linked website at
www.escapepuzzlebooks.com
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Making Mountains

BE A GEOLOGIST
Make a Fault-Block Mountain Model

Mountains are formed when tectonic
plates collide, or when
magma travels from the mantle up
to the surface. Mountain
ranges most often form along the
boundaries of plates.

You Will Need:

Types of Mountains
Mountains types get their names from
Fold mountains form when two
plates collide and Earth’s crust
crumples into folds. The Andes,
Himalayas, and Rockies are fold
mountain ranges.

Titles:
Get Hands-On with Fossils!
Get Hands-On with Earth’s Layers!
Get Hands-On with Erosion!
Get Hands-On with Tectonic Plates!
Get Hands-On with Rocks and Minerals!
Get Hands-On with Types of Soil!

Fault-block mountains form when
blocks of rock at fault lines are
forced up or down. The Sierra
Nevada Mountains are fault-block
mountains.
Volcanoes and dome mountains
are both types of volcanic
mountain. Volcanoes form when
magma erupts at the surface
and hardens.

1

2

3

4

Trace around each cut end on some
card
stock. Cut the four pieces out and
stick
them in place on the foam cut edges
using double-sided tape.

fault-block mountain

volcanic mountain

HAN DS- ON Model Faults

Dome mountains, such as
Mount St Helens, form when
magma below the surface forces
the rock above to bulge.

Use your model to see how
different mountains are made.
Hold your three pieces back how
they started. Push each end. The
center section will rise up forming
a block mountain.

dome mountain

?

Gently pull the ends away
from each other. The center
will drop down again. If you
continue to pull the blocks
away, the center will sink,
forming a rift valley.

Many islands are actually the
tops of underwater mountains.

Photos: Full colour
Interest level: 9-11 years

Measure the width of your sponge
or foam
block. Divide the width by five, and
make
a mark at the four points, on the top
and
bottom of the block. Draw a diagona
l line
between point 1 on the top and point
2 at
the bottom. Draw a second line from
point
3 at the bottom to
point 4 along the top.
Ask an adult to make
two cuts through the
sponge using your
lines as guides.

fold mountain

Think About This...

Trim: 8.5 x 11”
Pages: 32

How To Make It:

• a block of foam
adult help
or a dry sponge
needed
• some card stock
• double-sided tape
• a bread knife
• a ruler
• markers

how they formed.

sc

Geologists call raised
areas of fault-block
mountains horsts
and the sunken areas
grabens. The slopes are
called scarps.

ar

p

horst
graben

22

What Lives in the Soil?

Conduct amazing experiments and get hands-on with the building blocks of our
planet. These full-colour books are packed with interactive fun and information.
Measure a rock’s density with your own Jolly Balance. Build a stream table to
study erosion. Make a mold-and-cast fossil, and then excavate it like a pro. Make
an erupting volcano, or experiment with an earthquake shake table. Open-ended
questions encourage further thought and study. These engaging, interactive books
give readers a brilliant insight into the science of geology.

23

HANDS-ON Do A Minibeast Count

Under our feet, the soil is home to all kinds of creatures,
from microscopic microbes to large burrowing animals.
Some animals live underground for protection. Others
depend on the soil for their food.

Plant roots and
fungi grow in soil.
One huge fungus
in Oregon, USA has
tendrils that spread
2.4 miles (3.8 km)
underground!

You will need:

BE A SOIL GEOLOGIST
l?
How Do Worms Help Our Soi

Beetles, spiders,
ants, millipedes–
hundreds of minibeasts
live underground. They
improve the soil by
creating air holes
and shredding
organic material.

You Will Need:

How To Make Your Wormery

• some different color soils
• a very large see-through tub or
bottle with lid
• some earthworms
lp
• some dead leaves
adult he
needed
• water
• a notebook and pencil

Moles, rabbits and
some other mammals
make burrows in the soil.
Moles find their food
underground. They eat
earthworms. Other mammals,
such as rabbits, eat plants,
but use the soil as a safe
place to hide.

There are over
7,000 species of
earthworm. One type
of Australian earthworm
grows to 3.3 ft (1 m) long!
Earthworms are great
gardeners. They help
break up soil and move
water around.

Ask permission to dig a small hole outside. Put
the fresh soil in a bucket. Place a garden sieve or
mesh over a second bucket. Pour the soil onto the
sieve, a little at a time. Most of the soil should fall
through, and any worms, beetles and other living
things will stay on top of the mesh. Make a note of
the numbers, and different species you find. Then
carefully put them back where you found them.

• an area you can dig
• a shovel
• two buckets
• a garden sieve or mesh
• a notebook and pencil

IMPORTANT–Do not use peat or
pure sand in this experiment as
they might harm your earthworms.
Some things living in
soil are so tiny you can
only see them through
a microscope. These
creatures are called
microbes. There are
more microbes in a
handful of soil than
there are people
living on Earth!

The Geology:
The earthworms will
usually pull the
dead leaves down
into the soil. They
will also mix the layers
of soil as they move
from one layer
to another.

24

inner core and the mantle.
The outer core lies between the
an
nickel. This layer of Earth plays
It is made up of liquid iron and
planet from harmful solar flares
important part in protecting our
the Sun. How can a layer deep
and strong winds coming from
t us from the Sun?
under Earth’s crust help protec

solar
flares

Sun

magnetic field

BE A GEOLOGIST
netic Fields
Looking At Mag
The Geology:

You Will Need:
• a bar magnet
• iron filings (from hardware stores)
• a large piece of white paper
• pencil or pen
• a small compass

Think About This...

?

We believe migrating birds use
magnetic fields to find their way!

Even though magnetic fields are
invisible, you can see them by
seeing the effect they have on
out
some objects. Field lines circle
from the North pole back
to the South pole. Earth’s
magnetic field acts like
a shield, protecting Earth
from gases and particles
that would harm our
atmosphere.

How To Do The Experiment:

solar wind

HAN DS- ON Make a Magnetic Earth
• a bar magnet
• a straw
• your clay model of Earth
• a small compass
Earth’s axis

made on
Use the modeling clay Earth you
Earth. Split
page 5 to make your magnetic
t into one
your Earth in half. Press a bar magne
a straw in the
half from North to South. Press
again.
other half. Mold your model closed
Earth and
Move your compass around the
Did you put
watch how the needle reacts.
round?
your bar magnet the right way
line up
Earth’s magnetic field does not
poles
exactly with the axis. Magnetic
Pole is
move a little. The magnetic North
hundred
close to Earth’s axis now, but a
a!
Canad
Arctic
in
was
it
ago,
years
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of a large piece
Place the bar magnet in the center
t and mark north
of paper. Trace around the magne
and south.

You will need:

Place the earthworms on
the leaves and put on
the lid. Leave the
container in a cool
spot. Record what
happens to the
soil layers each
day for a month.
Write notes, make
drawings, or take
photographs. At
the end of your
experiment put
the earthworms
back where you
found them.
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The Outer Core

The liquid iron and nickel spin as
Earth rotates around its axis. As it
does so, it turns Earth into a giant
magnet and creates Earth’s magnetic
field. Earth’s North Pole and South
Pole are poles of this huge magnet!

Ask an adult to help you poke
some holes around the top of your
container. Add your soil, one color
at a time, taking care not to mix the
layers. If the soil is dry, add a little
water. The soil should be moist but
not soaking wet. Place a layer of
dead leaves at the surface.

. Place the compass
Put the magnet back in position
a pencil line next to
at the corner of one end. Mark
n it is pointing.
directio
the
in
the compass arrow,
of its arrow points to
Move the compass so the base
a new line where the
the line you’ve just made. Mark
the lines to draw the
t
Connec
.
arrow is now pointing
process from different
magnetic field line. Repeat the
more field lines.
spots along the magnet to make
field lines. Place
Here’s another cool way to see
your magnet back in
position, but under the
paper. Sprinkle iron
filings on the paper.
S
N
Tap the paper gently.
The filings will position
themselves along the
field lines you drew!

N

S
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Previous Titles:
A Kid’s Guide to:
Keeping Safe
Keeping Calm
and Happy
Helping Out
Keeping Busy
Trim: 210 x 210mm
Pages:24
Photos: Full colour
Age Range: 4-7 years

A brand new title for this season has
been added to this popular series.
The book gently answers any questions
and fears children may have about
vaccines, and COVID vaccines in
particular. It looks at how vaccines
work, if they are safe, and what having
a vaccine would be like if they need to
have one.

In these testing times young
children need guidance and
reassurance. This sensitive
series helps children understand
what coronavirus is, and how to
keep themselves and their families
safe. Books give tips on how to keep
happy and positive, how to help out their
family and community, and how to keep
themselves busy and active at home.
Comforting, yet practical, these books
allay fears, while at the same time
encouraging and informing children on
how to take care of their own safety and
mental health.
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A Kid’s Guide
Keeping Calm
and Happy

This Kid’s Guide encourages discussion,
but does not dictate. It will help allay
some myths about vaccines, while
acknowledging that deciding to have
one or not is a personal choice.
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Titles in This Series
Backyard astronomy ExpErimEnts
Backyard Biology ExpErimEnts
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ALIX WOOD

Backyard mEtEorology ExpErimEnts
Science can get messy, but getting
messy
Backyard
physics ExpErimEnts
can be fun! Explore six science disciplines
with hands-on experiments that can be
done in your own back garden. Each book
begins with an introduction to the branch
of science. Clear, step-by-step instructions
make experiments easy to follow. Feature
side-bars explain each experiment in more
detail. Designed to encourage exploration
and develop an interest in science and the
scientific method.

• some paper
• ruler
• a paper clip
rs
• a pair of scisso

2

1

Exp

Backyard chEmistry ExpErimEnts

:

You will need

Have you ever wondered how
seeds spread themselves around?
Some seeds are designed to use wind-power.
Make this seed spinner and see how these
seeds can fly through the air.

n ys
B oEtria
mEnt

Backyard Botany ExpErimEnts

Titles:
Backyard Astronomy Experiments
Backyard Biology Experiments
Backyard Botany Experiments
Backyard Chemistry Experiments
Backyard Meteorology Experiments
Backyard Physics Experiments

d

Seeds in the win

Fold the strip into thirds.
Crease the folds. Unfold and
cut a slit from one end to 1/2
inch (1.27 cm) from one fold.

Cut a strip of paper 1 1/2
inches (3.8 cm) wide by
8 1/2 inches (21.5 cm) long.

3

ISBN 978-1-61533-XXX-X

Titles in This Series
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BaCkyard physiCs experiments

• 6 cups water p, such as
• 1/2 cup dish soa acterial)
Dawn (not anti-b
arch
• 1/2 cup cornst wder
po
• 1 tbsp baking
in
• 1 tbsp glycer
• a spoon

2

1

ALIX WOOD

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

Alix Wood

d

• a raw egg
• white vinegar
• a jar
• kitchen towel
• a ruler

B i o lo g y
E x p E2 r im E n

Titles in This Series
Your egg should feel rubbery. Now see if it
will actually bounce. Find a hard surface.
Use a ruler to measure the height you drop
your egg from. Start by dropping the egg
from a small height. Gradually increase the
distance. Did it bounce? At what height did
your egg eventually break?

Backyard astronoMy experiMents
Backyard Biology experiMents
Backyard Botany experiMents

ts

Backyard cheMistry experiMents
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Backyard Physics ExPErimEnts

ALIX WOOD

Backyard physics experiMents
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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ISBN 978-1-61533-XXX-X

ISBN 978-1-61533-XXX-X

Alix Wood

ROSEN / PowerKids Press

Vinegar is a weak acid that reacts
with the chemicals that make
up the egg shell. The acid starts
to break the shell down. This
chemical reaction produces the
dioxide The
bubbles of carbon dioxide.
white membrane lining the shell
becomes thicker and rubbery.

ROSEN / PowerKids Press

ROSEN / PowerKids Press

After 24 hours,
take the egg out
of the jar. Gently
wipe the shell
from the egg using
kitchen towel.

8
Alix Wood

Stir in the remaining
ingredients. Mix
carefully so you do
not create a froth.

Backyard mEtEorology ExPErimEnts

Backyard Meteorology experiMents
ALIX WOOD

ALIX WOOD

Bubbles will start
to appear on the
egg. This is caused
by a chemical in the
vinegar dissolving
a chemical in the
egg shell.

Place a raw egg
in the jar. Pour in
the white vinegar
until the egg is
completely covered.

Alix Wood

Backyard Physics ExPErimEnts

B a c k ya r

:

YOU WILL NEED

Put the water in a
bowl. Distilled water
works best. Add the
cornstarch. Mix with
a spoon until all the
cornstarch dissolves.

15

4

Egg

Eggs have an outer shell, and an inner
membrane that protects the embryo inside.
Usually an egg would break if you dropped it.
Try this experiment and make an egg bounce
instead. Do this experiment away from pets.
They may try to eat the raw egg if it breaks.
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Backyard Meteorology experiMents

Backyard Biology ExpErimEnts
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Ask a friend to write down
the number that lines up with
the weighted cotton. In this
photo the reading is 10ºº. That
is how many degrees above
the horizon the Moon is.

Astrolabes can tell you the height of distant
objects. Try it. Walk away from a tree until
the astrolabe gives a 45° measurement
when you look at the tree top. Measure
the height of the astrolabe above the
ground, and the distance to the base of
the tree. The height of the tree will
equal the height of the astrolabe
above the ground plus the
distance to its base!
ROSEN / PowerKids Press

ROSEN / PowerKids Press

Sit on the ground. Hold
the astrolabe so that the
curved part is closest to
you. Look at the Moon
through the straw.

1

18

d

:

YOU WILL NEED

It’s fun to make your own enormous bubbles.
First, pick the right weather conditions.
Sunshine and wind may dry out your bubbles
and make them pop. An overcast day with
no wind is best. If the weather is sunny, you
could take your bubbles to a shady area and
use them there. Try this great bubble recipe.

There is a way to record the
height of the Sun without
looking at it. Hold one palm flat.
Line up the astrolabe so the Sun
shines down the straw and onto
your palm. Take a reading. Now
you can track the Sun, too.

BaCkyard meteorology experiments

2

Giant Bubbles

expe

BaCkyard Chemistry experiments
Repeat steps 1 and 2
every half an hour and
take new readings. Has
the Moon changed its
height in the sky?
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BaCkyard Botany experiments
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4

• your astrolabe
on
• a daytime Mo you
p
• a friend to hel pen
and
• a notebook

Never look at the Sun through your
astrolabe, as it will damage your eyes.
Track the journey of the Moon through the
day, instead. As the Moon travels around
Earth, it appears to rise and set just as the
Sun does. Measure the different heights that
the Moon reaches using your astrolabe.

1

Biology experiments
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U WILL NEED:
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Alix Wood

BaCkyard Chemistry experiments

BAckyArd Astronomy ExpErimEnts

s

ROSEN
/ PowerKids
Press
WINDMILL
BOOKS™

Trim: 216 x 216 mm or 260 x 260mm
Pages: 32
Photos: Full colour
Interest level: 7-11
Reading level: 7-9 years

Make two 1/2 inch (1.27 cm) cuts on
both sides along that fold. Fold the
paper up along the crease, and fold
the sides inward on the two small cuts.

Alix Wood
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World-Changing

SCIENTISTS
Titles:
Rachel Carson
Marie Curie
Stephen Hawking
Edwin Hubble
Sir Isaac Newton
Leonardo da Vinci
Trim: 181 x 216 mm
Pages: 32
Photos: Full colour
Interest level: 7-11 years
Reading level: 7-9 years

20

World-Changing Scientists is a series of biographies
looking at some of the world’s most innovative
scientists. The books recount the story of their
interesting lives, their childhoods, their discoveries,
and their final years.
These titles include science notes stuffed with
interesting facts, and straight-forward explanations
about each scientist’s discoveries. Each book is
designed with pull-out quotes, and information
boxes that add to the text. A quiz at the end of each
title helps consolidate learning. There is a glossary,
a further reading section and an index.

World -Changing Scientist

Dr. Stephen Hawking

Dr. Stephen Hawking was a
world-famous British theoretical
physicist. A theoretical physicist
is a scientist who uses math to
study theories about the universe,
such as how it began and how it
might change in the future. He
is best known for his study of
black holes. Hawking has written
books for adults and children.
His book A Brief History of Time
was an international bestseller.

Science Notes
Stephen Hawking is probably best known for his
work studying space. The study of space is called
cosmology. When he was a child, Hawking and his
mother and sisters would sometimes lie outside on
the grass, looking at the stars. The family would
take turns pointing out different constellations,
and excitedly watch falling stars.

“All of my life, I have been fascinated by the big
questions that face us, and have tried to find
scientific answers to them. If, like me, you have
looked at the stars, and tried to make sense of
what you see, you too have started to wonder
what makes the universe exist.”
Stephen Hawking

Hawking loved science and math
at school. He found physics
lessons too easy, so he didn’t
enjoy them as much as math! He
was so good at science he was
called Einstein by his friends,
after the famous physicist Albert
Einstein! Einstein is famous for
his theory of relativity. Einstein’s
famous theory helped Hawking
during his study of black holes.

4
5

Coming Soon ...

World-Changing

ENGINEERS
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Coming Soon ...
TWO
NEW
ES!
TITL

New Titles
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, Dodos,
and Saber-tooths
Unicorns, Dragons, Mermaids,
and Giants

Accidental Genius
Science Puzzles for ages 5-7

Two new high-interest science-themed
activity books that will keep any 5-7 year old
busy and entertained. Oh, and they might
accidentally learn loads about science too!
Every page contains carefully thought-out
puzzles with educational value that readers
can interactively write and draw onto.

Trim: 279.4 x 215.9mm
Pages: 48
Age Range: 5-7 years
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Coming Soon ...
Trim: 297 x 210mm
Pages: 72
Photos: Full colour
Age Range: 7-11 years

Confused by all that engineering jargon?
Talk like an expert with this easy-tounderstand, fully illustrated dictionary.
You can dip into it, or read it from cover
to cover. “Try It!” and “Did you know?”
boxes turn this title into more than just
a reference book. Designed to appeal to
the 7-11 age range, it will soon become
a must-read for all budding engineers
and their families. Cleverly designed
pages mean definitions can easily move
for language translations.

The “Illustra
ted Dictiona
ry of
Engineering
” makes an id
eal
companion
to our “Illus
trated
Dictionary o
f Code”. The
se childfriendly boo
ks help learn
e
rs and
educators a
like become
familiar
with the ess
ential vocab
u
lary of
these STEM
topics.
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Titles:
The Science Behind:
Basketball
Gymnastics
Martial Arts
Soccer
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Coming Soon ...

GYMNAS

TICS

Trim: 165 x 232 mm
Pages: 32
Full colour
Age range: 8-10

These titles are a must for any sports-lover. Interestbased learning helps even the most reluctant student
get an understanding of science concepts. You’ll be
amazed how much science you can learn through
these popular sports. Aerodynamics, forces, friction,
kinetic energy. It’s all there, and it’s all easy to learn
when you’re motivated by the sport you love.
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Engaging robot
characters introduce
and explain the science
concepts in a fun way.
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